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BOROUGH  OF  C.Q?f  BRIDGE. 


AI'^TUAL  REPORT  OF 

THE  I/EEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HK\LTH  - 194-6. 


June,  1947. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Memhers  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  of  the 
Borough  of  Cov/bridge, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  to  submit,  for  your  consideration, the  ..binual 
Report  of  the  Health  and  Sanitriry  Conditions  of  the  Borough  for  the  year 
ending  31st,  December,  1946, 

The  Rcpoi't  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  ' ith 
Circular  15/47  (bales)  dated  14th,  ' arch,  1947  and  the  Sanitarg'-  Officers 
(Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935. 

The  Council  obtained  provisional  apnioval  for  t'ne 
nc^'  sev/erage  scheme  for  the  Borough  in  conbination  ’..ith  two  ix-risiies 
in  t!ie  Rural  District  Council’s  area,  I'iorc  details  of  t'’ic  pvxj'posa.l 
arc  included  under  the  Section  dealing  vn.th  drainage  and  cc\xragc, 

I am,  Laaies  and  Gentlci;ien, 
your  obedient  Servant, 

DuATJD  J,  Lwa:s, 

dledical  Officer  of  Health, 


SECTTOU  ”A”, 


,^.^ISTICS  if  :D  SOCL.L  CO^IDITIOi  OP  THH 


Area  - in  acres,,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,,, 

Nambcr  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the 
rate  book , , , , . , , , , 

Sura  represented  by  a pciinir  rate,,  ,,, 

Rateable  value  of  the  District,.,  ... 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate 
mid  192^^5).  .■ 


84. 

275. 

.022.  17.  1. 
.S5,2^83. 

1,255. 


EXTlRiCTS  PGR  VIT.:'L  SB,.Tg3TTCS  OH  TyRI!  YlRf.R. 


Live  Births, 

Births  Registered  - 1946 , 

Legitimate  live  births,,,. 

Illcgitlnatc  live  births,, 


j.ialc_._  .Toj^^al. 

12.  5.  17. 

2.  - 2. 


12;.. 


Totals, 


5. 


19. 


.’St 


-2- 


yc: 'iJlc,  j.Oot^cJL, 


Lcritinu.tc  still  births. 
Illcfdtirutc  still  births', 

bldyi  populr.tion. 


::ii=  Hii.  i:ii. 

nil.  nil.  nil. 


Cnidc  Birth  Bate  Cov/bridpo  J^orourjli,  15.1 

Birth  Hate  i'or  England  and  Wales.  19.1 

Birth  Hate  for  idninistrative  Coonty 
of  C-lcnorBaii,  _ 19.4 

Birth  j.?atc  for  Urban  Breas  in  ('la-norBan,  19.8 

!Tur.bcr  of  deaths  under  1 year  of  rye,  1, 

Infant  tiortaJ.ity  rate  for  Coi/'bridye  per 

1,000  births.  ' ' ' 53. 

Infant  V:sortallty  rate  for  itiyland  and  ..'alos.  43. 

Infa-  t ilortality  rate  for  Administrative 

County  of  Glajiiorgan,  45. 

Infant  ilortality  rate  for  Urban  .areas  in 

Crla  imy.an,  4^. 

R..TB  per  1,000  population. 

Crude  death  rate  for  Gov,'',  ridge  x.e rough,  '.G 

Berth  rate  for'  England  and  '.Tales,  11.5 

Tjc.  t''  rate  for  Adiiinistre  tive  County 
o f Olai-iorgan , 12,1 

Death  rate  for  Urban  nreas  in  Glajvox-'gon,  12.5 


j1b.:T'q:;3  op  nnTf'TB  dibn  O'UC  Tu.'ji  up  ..c 


The  cause  of  the  death  of  the  one  infant  dcatli  is  given,  bclov.n- 


Age. 

Disease, 

pav'o.rt ' s oee'u^x.tiO'i, 

; 2 nonths. 

Asphyrria  due  to 
as'pii-ntlon  of  vonit. 

F'tter 

q TUBBS  ply  Jjgnliis  (CIVTLLbJS)  194^. 


5 Disease, 

j lale,  ; 

:i  /''eialc.  Total,  !' 

_ . iL  . ^ ^ . . . P) 

ij  Heart  diseases. 

1 

! 

3.  I 

1:  Cancer, 

f 

1. 

! 1. 

2.  l| 

f Diabetes, 

1 

I 

I 

Broil  hit  is. 

1.  ! 

I 

i Ihicu.i'  onia. 

- 

1, 

. 1. 

' Nephritis, 

- 

1. 

1. 

Other  causes. 

1. 

1.  i 

i 2. 

TOIHL. 

5. 

I 6.  i 

i 11. 
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RICF7  .10'!  0/’  s:^c\r~a.';s  bo';OIjg^^ 

jjc.vid  J,  dvans,  I:,  .'!. 0,3.  (En^),  1^. '\(^.F.  (Lend)  (pc.  -t  Tific) 
Ilcdical  Officer  of  lLc:a  th  for  Go^-'orlufjo  ’.oral  :,reo.  cr.d 
Certifying  factory  Euryco.n  for  Co\.d'ridr'’c  ;rca, 

C^)  Otlur  Officers. 

Hubert  Thoriaa,  a... San.I, , r . 3. 1,. ^ O.-nitaxy  Insrcctcr 
(pa;/c  ?i-  G - holds  a^rrxiintricnt  \:ith  Covbridge  d,D.C») 
Certificate  of  doyal  Siuiitaxy  Institute;  and  omiitoiry 
Inspectors'  Exarination  Joi.nt  "ocanl.,  feat  a^iu  Food 
Inspector's  cc.-stificatc  of  tie  ;.:opT,l  Sanitaip'  Institute, 

.’'.isG.  E,  Ha\mslcy,  health  Visitor  (part  five  - holds 
aprio intnent  XTith  the  Goux;ridy,c  d,x),C.)  State  ..’.cyistcrcd 
ITursc,  Certified  J. :idv/ife.,  i'fcalth  Visitors'  Certificate 
of  the  doyal  Sanitaiy  Institute, 

L ..oOdf  tPg  • PCI]f[T;CSS, 


nil  pathological  specH-icns  etc.,  ax-e  examined  at  the  Cardiff 
and  County  public  Iicaltli  Laborer toiy,  ...Is  a constituent 

-ic  ,ber  of  this  body  the  joroufdi  is  a3.1ov.'cd  a ninber  of  free 
Qxa  d.nations  for  various  saiiplcs,  Additicnial  spccincns  ax-c 
charged  on  the  labo:.T.ioj:y's  scavlc. 


'VTaiTPg  hU  CIILiJ  VniJLPAIE, 

The  child  v/elfarro  and  ante  natal  clinics  in  t-xe  Eorou.'ii  are 
held  each  irionth  in  conjunction  \;J.th  the  noiihbour.lny  villages 
in  the  .dural  District  of  Co^ixrid.yc, 

Details  of  the  attendances  during  194<o  ere  as  follorrs:- 
yisits  xxaid  by  .Health  Visitor , 

first  visits  to  infants  under  one  yeai- 15. 

Repeat  visits  t6  infants  under  one  year,.,  ....  L6, 

First  visits  to  irrfants  ■-’otv.'-ecn  one  rixd  five  years  2, 

Repeat  visits  to  infauits  bct\'ccn  one  and  five  ^'ea '"sli-i-o, 

- 209 


Ante  I'latal  Visits  to  I .othcr-.'s  in  their  ocn  hordes. 


.'J  irst  visits, . . . . ♦ 

.Repeat  visits,,, 

Coc'b  ridge  Infant  jd{j:fajire 


3. 

. . . 2. 

5 

13  lesGioT'.s  ’rpy. 


Vo.  of  na-’.os  on  register,  ..,,  3o, 

.^’irst  attendances  unaer  one  j.n:r.,,  ,,,, 

R^upe-at  attendances  under  ore  yern.;-,,  .... 

_i.rst  attendaixccs  bcti/een  o.ao  c.nd  five  years,.,,. 
Repeat  attendances  bctnecn  one  ana  five  years,.,. 


17. 

A1. 

2, 

57.. 


117 


Coubridge  Ante  Ratal  Clinic. 


J,5  PesHiops  f.'Xld. 


32 


Expectant  riothers  first  attenda  ices, . 
Expectant  mothers  repeat  atteadaw.cos 


3. 


t 


% 
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OP,  P.Zj  COI^VROL  OV  ZP,  -'‘-PPCPOOIIP:, 
■ - J3IS]L-.S:]3,  

The  follo'L'in::'  trblc  ci'^cs  o’le  nuj;u;cr  of  eases  of 
Infectious  Diseases  notifial  etc. , durin;^  the  year 


Disease, 

Gases 

jieroved  to 

Notified. 

Hospital, 

Scarlet  Never. 

1. 

Tube rculo sis. 

No  nev;  cases  of  Tuberculosis  v;erc  I'eportcd  ciuriny  the 
year  and  there  \;crc  no  deaths  fron  this  disease.  The  cases  re- 
rainin';:;  on  the  register  it  th-  end  of  tlie  ye'ar  \7cre  as  follows ;- 


Hales, 

Nc.iiales, 

j?ul.f  lonary. 

Ho.n“iUl  onary. 

PuLnonary, 

I fon— l-uluonarji’. 

Totrl. 

2. 

3. 

— 

1. 

6. 

i . 

Diphtheria  ^ la  y.n  i sa  t ion ; - 

Every  effort  is  i.iade  to  attract  parents  to  I:avo 
their  c'l.ildrcn  ii’j’aniscd  against  Dipht'iercia.  The  in  nnisation  ca.eried 
out  during  the  year  is  as  follovas:- 

DctViCcn  one  and  five  years.,,,  13, 

hctvaeen  five  and  fifteen  yea.as,  2, 

Total.  20. 


It  is  int  crest  in  to  record  t’lat  no  positive 
case  of  dipl'..t'.ic-ria.  has  oeciur-ed  in  t'lc  :jo3n)u.gii  since  l?/iO, 


AlTUiyiaCE  lt.aiLTTTh3; 

(a)  Infectious  Cases;-  Th.e  i'orough  Council  is  a constituent 
nc;abcr  of  the  fridgend  Joint  ''osirltijl  Co;.-.ittcc  and  Infccfoious 
cases  reouiring  ad'.ission  to  ^hospital  have  use  of  th.e 

.a.,  bulan.  c grovided  by  the  Oo.'.eiittee,  This  is  c’-iarged  on  a 
Mileage  b.-isis. 

Cases;-  .'u.'rangenents  ax'e  eiadc  v;lth  the  St,  dolin' s 
iuabulaiicTG  for  the  rerov£l  to  hospital  of  .non-inf cct ions 
and  accidout  eases, 

HOSPITALS; 

O^ucx-al  Hospitals; - 

(i)  ba'rdiff  Royal  Infin  lar^r,  (ii)  .Srie.gcnd  Cot*U.,'ge  Hospital, 
(iii)  ..sridgend  Infironar/, 

(b)  Orth.Qpaodic  Hospital; - 

The"'  prince  of  i.'alcs  Hospital,  Cardiff  has  a convaloscont 
hospital  at  Ci'oss^.ays,  Cov.'nridgc  at  ■..’'iich  crtho'paclic 
eases  ae’c  trcLtcd, 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library , 


https://archive.org/details/b29246362 


(c)  Infectious  Cases;- 

Case's  from  this  c.rca  £U’c  acl^.itted  to  the  Joint  Ilosp-^.tal 
siturtc  at  Cofr.  hircocc].,  l-ridpcncL, 

(d)  . aternity  Hospitals; - 

There  arc  no  , ateruity  Hospitals  or  i.ursinj  I'o.^es  iii  fie 
ai’ca.  Cases  I'ron  this  district  ca^n  oc  axl  dtted  to  'chc 
hrternity  . ’loci:  of  the  JriO.pcnd  Jiif provided  they 
five  ail  unclcrtal:iur,  to  the  Council  that  they  rill  be 
I'csponsiblc  for  the  fees.  Difficult  cases  a ay  be 
rci.iovcd  ,to  t’lc  Cairdiff  'loyal  In,fir^a;';y, 


ji 

1 Disease, 

Clinic, 

1 

Tuberculosis. 

bclsh  National  ''e"orial 
Association  eiinic  at  Bridgend, 

Venereal  Disease, 

Clinics  at  Barj.y  cuid  Cardiff, 

Ilental  Di  sea  see, 

-J 

School  Clinic  at  Bridgend,  |, 

i » . — ^ 

SEOTIOH  »C*h 


CTPctr^Thj'fg  :s  ov^  'y;  ..'nry 


l/atcr  Suppl.y;  ~ 

A consta.it  supply  of  rholoso  c v.atur  is  available  frO  ' the 
-uains  of  tlio  ..■id-Cla'-’oi'nan  atcr  'Roard  rhich  pass  thi-cup-h  the  'I’oi  ji,  This 
rater  is  not  subject  to  plumbo-solve  I'i,  e.etion, 

srai^ination  of  saiylis  sliov/  the  atcr  to  be  of  h'.ph  'lactcrial  puality 
but  Ghcrical  ^vnalyscs  indicate  that  the  i.-uter  is  c:ctrc  icly  he'rd, 

96,6  r)e.r  cc.i:t  of  t’nc  houses  in  the  area  i -^e  con.  ^.cted  to  t'lz  board's 
supply. 

Sv/l’ir;inp  Baths  and  Pools;  ~ 

The  Council's  0X/C.n  air  s\iir.i'inp  Ixath  is  on  the 
'liver  Thav;  sore  little  distan.ee  to  the  north  of  tiic  t'orn  and  rit’rin  -die 
Cor/tjridrc  ’{ural  Area,  Tt  v/as  not  extensively  used  during  'die  year 
now  reviered. 

Schools; - 

Olliere  ai?e  tro  schools  in  the  Council's  boundary.  One  is  the 
.iller'cntary  School  at  Bi'’oadray  rvnd  'irho  other  the  Covibridge  Gran.ier  School^ 

(a)  Pontfocn  glcrientary  School;-  i'ail  closets  arc  provided  at 
this  school,  ho'pc  is  cxp::'csscd  '.hat  t.hc  .education  Au'chority 
v/ill  give  c.  rly  oonsidcrvat  lon  to  the  provision  of  -rater 
closets.  I an  of  t’lc  o]pinion  that  txt  II  clof-cts  5ji  schools 
are  ob jectionable  and  do  not  introduce  t’.'C  ele'icnts  of  by-nicvi.c 
to  scholars  in  th.cir  'h 'prc.ssionablo  years, 

(b)  The  Gx-ar,  cx"  Gcliool;-  .Vatcr  closets,  sh\oin.r  baths  unu  rains 
\jater  av-e  available  at  this  school.  The  cesspool  -px-’ovicion 
scri>-ing  a -portion  of  the  sch.ool  g'lvcs  cause  for  complaint 
from  tine  to  tine. 


( 


« 


Jlouc-inr;;-- 

'.L’hc  Council  have  ';;ivcn  c.o  •i^':i;.Cjr£.tion  to  the  queotion  of 
providing  norr  housinc  a coo.  u our,  t ion  -.or  ovcrcr-OT/dco.  foiiiilics  cr.d 
persons  livinr  in  insanitary  houses,  Tlic  in’ocraiaic  provides 
for  38  ho'iscs, 

Ploodinc; - 

Ploodinc  of  tlio  1-iivcr  Tliav;  occurred  at  Co’'oriu;:c  on  the 
ni^ht  of  the  31st.  huc^st,  1%.6,  This  was  one  of  the  sevc:.ost 
floodings  experienced  in  the  tovni  and  nu;”ieLou.s  houses  near  the 
river  v/ere  flooded,  • 

hill:  3anples;- 

Sanples  of  nill:  for  dactcriolor-ical 
Exanination, 


Sariplcs  taken  from  Rjiveyors  in  the  Borough 

during  the  year,.-,,  ,,,,  ....  6. 

Satisfying  the  hethylcnc  Hue  deduction  Test 6. 

Satisfying  the  }),  Coli  Test..  ....  ....  2. 


Sai-iTdcs  of  ]Iilk  fur  the  presc  -ice  of  TuCcrclo 

; bacilli.  


Six  sajrplcs  of  "lilk  v/'crc  exainined  at  f'c  Cardiff  aid 
County  Public  Ileal  Ei  Latjoratoiy  duidng  the  year.  -ill  six  pave 
negative  results. 


liilk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  etc. 


Kumber  of  retail  purveyor’s  of  milk  cancelled 
during  tl'c  vcai-  (Ey  reason  of  ceasing  to  retail 

nillc) 

Number  of  .Rcte.ll  i’urveyor’s  on  degister.  ... 

Number  of  Producers  of  rill:  registered. , ,. 


1. 

d. 

Nil. 


liilk  (Smccial  Eesiguatiov^s) 

1_  „ _ 


Regulations, 


.Nuj:5bGr  of  Gupple'  entarc’  Licences  issued 
authorising  the  use  of  th.o  I special  .ecsignation 
"Pasteurised"  hi  the  .,,.orough  du.ring  the  year,,.,,  1, 


Neat  and  Other  rPods ; - 

The  state  ent  of  the  foodstuifs  inspected  and 
condemned  as  unfit  for  hu, lan  consumption  during  the  year  c-Klcd  31  at, 
December',  1946  is  given  beloi;;- 


■ Class  of  Poodstuff, 

lbs. 

oas. 

Dried  fruits  a,r.d  vegetables. 

229. 

12, 

Tin  I, lilk. 

23. 

9. 

Tin  Vegetables, 

19. 

3-. 

Tin  Soups, 

17. 

G. 

Coffee, 

1. 

0. 

Spices,  etc. 

5. 

9. 

Plour, 

6, 

11^:. 

Tin  Pish, 

2. 

Tin  Neats, 

199. 

0. 

Potatoes, 

2240. 

0. 

Dried  Eggs. 

1. 

14. 

Presh  Heat. 

Neat  Ox'fal.  1 

130. 

0. 

Total. 

2905. 

6. 

f 
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The  aljcr-e  3?ood,s1;u:. .fs  cTi.s'^oEed  oT  'co  the  ?h:LEt'_’iicticns  of 

the  3alva::c  divisio:!  of  the  "inistry  of  ' ooc., 

food  a-ul  .Orupis  ,'.ct,  1938,  (Secthon  1A-) . 

lyu^’ber  of  x"j"c '.isos  reststcri'C' ' for  tlie  rrie.nufacture 
ojid  sale  of  sauQa^;^cG,  presseci.  -pichled  and 


preseived  foods ......  4. 

■fu  her  of  'p  onfses  reristc'-cd  for  the 
■anufacti.ire  and' sale  of  ice  crean  3. 


JnuEhC-.  ..--D  SJ-hdCd: 

Tlie  '..clsh  3o^,rd  of  iicaltli  lur/e  inte-''atcvJ.  that 
they  provisionally  axTorove  the  schene  for  the  proposed  sei/crivi;;  of  the 
horough  and  have  alloco.ted  a h20,000  prant  under  the  .’ural  hater 
Supplies  and  Scrcrape  . .ct,  19^^:-  towards  the  ;0orouph’G  porcion  of  the 
schere.  The  Council  and  tovnisxjcoplc  an^ciously  a\/ait  the  co’ l ence  icnt 
of  the  i./orlc  v.'hieh  has  been  lonp  advocated  in  rr-'  annual  rcpoi’ts, 

drivers  and  Stx'*ea/^s;~ 

~ Wie  River’  Thav/  which  passes  'oh.rouph  the  town  is 
seriously  polluted  by  crude  se\nape  fron  the  dranrape  of  the  ..orouph. 

CJEh  ■!?  J^ccai  m\TI0N; 

The  closet  acco-Tiioda.tion  re  ’a ins  the  sa  c as 
rcxDorted  in  previous  years, 

Ru:..ltc  OL;.jTs:aEh 

A tw'ico  wcehly  colleetioa  of  house  refuse  in  the 
town  is  carried  out  under  Contract,  .disposal  of  the  rcjhise  is 
carried  out  at  th.c  Rural  Dist.uict  Council's  Site  at  T,lan  •i’aapelj 
t-icar  C w/bridpe  ■where  controlled  •'ipoinp  is  in  operation  as  Xc.r  as 
Xaosslule, 

S ''OPS ; 

ho  statutory  action  was  nocessar;/  in  connection  \.'ith  ins^DCction 
of  shops  under  the  Shops  Act,  195'  , th.e  Pidolic  -‘ealth  Act,  T^C  crA. 
the  hood  and  drups  Act,  193-'. 

gEKE  ,E'.Tw  h/E; 

There  are  ’no  nrdustrial  pl-i'P.ts  -within  t’lc  ■foiwi.i.'j;!'!  and 
it  was  not  found  necessary  to  taj:c  any  o.ction  unf.cr  -L-his  '.•.eadi-np. 

The  Borouph  Council  apreed  to  tahe  advantape  of  the  financlnl 
assistance  of  thie  liinistry  of  food  for  the  eradication  of  rats  vrithi.ir 
the  tc\n,  A -prclb-ihrarpr  surr'C^r  -nadc  duri  p the  yea^-  slio./cd  th.ut 
25  prerrdses  \;ere  in-feated  ^.■ith  these  pests, 

sdt:  :yy  o'^  :iottg  .e  Sj^RVED  ipnicR  ee  tioitsirg  .-;•!)  hjalig  ::dii.Td 


Informal  notices,., 
'Jorlc  carried  out,,, 
l/orks  in  hand 


....  16 
....  13 
....  3 


